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An Analysis of the Four-character Inlaid Numbers in Yong Xi Yue Fu

Chao Mengjie
( School of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei 430079, China)

Abstract: Yong Xi Yue Fuis a representative of a collection of verses with great colloquial value during
the Yuan and Ming Dynasties with a considerable number of four-character insets in between. With
investigation, it is found that the digit distribution and semantic expression of the inlaid four-character
lattices indicate certain rules. In the structural form, there are differences in the embedding positions
of numerals, which can be divided into odd-inlaid four-character lattices and even-inlaid four-character
lattices. The numerals in the embedded number four-character structure not only express the meaning
of the number, but also express the general meaning, virtual meaning and referential meaning. The
meaning of numerals becomes more and more blurred through the fission of the meaning of numerals,
such as “three” can be said to be more or less and “four” has a broad meaning. At the same time, the
semantics of the embedded four-icharacter structure is condensed and carries the extremely important
cultural symbolic connotation of ancient China.

Key Words: the four-character inlaid numbers;numerals; blurring; semantics
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