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A Review of Contemporary Filial Piety Culture:

Practice, Dilemma and Future

Yang Xudong
( Institute of Social Development, Henan Academy of Social Sciences, Zhengzhou, Henan 450002, China)

Abstract: As a concept, “filial piety” has evolved to the present day and its connotation has changed a
great deal. It is more realistic to control this problem with “filial piety culture”. Behind the evolution
of filial piety culture is the gap between the young generation’ s cognition and practice of filial piety
and the expectations of the previous generation. The essence of filial piety is a family member relation-
ship within a special period of time. Filial piety culture is a practical culture, which is mainly reflected
in filial piety, filial medicine, filial burial and filial education in contemporary life. However, under
the background of the new era, it is faced with embarrassment and dilemma, such as filial piety be-
tween generations, the absence of family education, the failure of public opinion, the limitation of le-
gal channels, etc. The future filial piety culture will have to change from national filial piety to peo-
ple’ s filial piety, from ritual filial piety to legal filial piety, and from traditional filial piety to modern
filial piety, which does not mean the complete sublation of the former, but intends to enable the filial
piety culture to regain the recognition and implementation of the people and establish a firm folk posi-
tion. For individuals, it means to make the filial piety culture deeply rooted in the spiritual world of
modern people and become the bottom line of the value pursuit of the whole society.

Key Words:{ilial piety culture; practice; dilemma; future

(RERE . HEE)





