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On Chinese Trait of Pro-spatiality from
the Perspective of Chinese Word Order

Wang Jiamin
( National Research Center of Foreign Language Education, Beijing Foreign Studies University,
Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract; Based on the theory of the pro-temporality in English and the pro-spatiality in Chinese, this
paper makes a comprehensive study on the applicability of the principle of spatial sequence to Chinese
word order from multiple perspectives such as word, phrase, sentence and context with the attempt to
find the dominant principle of spatial sequence in Chinese and conclude with a cognitive interpretation.
It is found that Chinese word order prefers the principle of spatial sequence with the range of space
from large to small, which shows the trait of pro-spatiality in Chinese. These findings in question are
motivated by the Chinese cognitive mode of ground-preference, which in essence results from the
strong spatial way of thinking by Chinese speakers.

Key Words: word order; the principle of spatial sequence; the range of space from large to small; the

trait of pro-spatiality
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