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The Phantom of Henry V :Shakespeare’s Intention in Henry IV

Yao Lin
( School of Foreign Languages, Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan 475001, China)

Abstract: Shakespeare’s emphasis on Falstaff in Henry IV (Part [ and Part II) makes people pay more
attention to him. Even Henry IV himself is only a minor figure in the plays that bear his name.
Shakespeare’s emphasis is the disguise of his real intention. The process from Henry IV to Henry V
is a process of destruction and reconstruction of the sacred order. Falstaff and Hotspurare are nothing
more than tool men for Prince Hal to gather power and their clamor conceals the phantom of Henry V
who is gradually growing stronger.
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