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The “Self” and “Others” of Confucian Morality

Sun Xupeng, Zhao Wendan
( School of Marxzism, X7 an Shiyou University, Xi' an, Shaanxi 710065, China)

Abstract: Confucian morality consists of “self” and “others”. It starts from the self-dimension of “be-
nevolent self”, and completes from the other dimension of “pushing oneself to others”. “Self” is the
foundation of Confucian moral construction. It is possible to establish realistic moral construction by
affirming innate virtue. “Others” is the direction of Confucian morality, which ultimately serves to
build a good interpersonal relationship and social order. The “self” and “others” in Confucian morality
not only complete a unity, but also always have an internal tension. This unity indicates the self-con-
sistency of Confucian morality, which lays the foundation for the widespread acceptance of Confucian
morality by the public, and the tension among them becomes the driving force for the development of
Confucian morality, which promotes the continuous combination of Confucian morality with the times
and the completion of its own “new day” development.

Key Words: Confucian; morality; “self”; “others”
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