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Being sad, ['m heartbroken with a sigh. o
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Understanding and Reproduction of Metaphysical Quality in Literary

Translation: Based on New Reflections on Roman Ingarden’ s Strata Theory

Zhao Ming
( Service Of fice for Retired Staff, China University of Mining and Technologv, Xuzhow, [Jiangsu221008, China)

Abstract: There are some values in Roman Ingarden’ s strata theory for translator’ s understanding
and reproduction in literary translation. The analysis of translating some classical poems and the relat-
ed studies reveal that in translation the use of Ingarden’ s strata theory in its natural order best illus-
trates that the forms of the original text set off and highlight the spirit and the use of Ingarden’ s stra-
ta theory in its reversed order best shows that the spirit presides over the forms of the target text.
The application of the strata theory in these two orders best suits the two phases (i.e. understanding
and reproduction) in translation respectively. Based on the four hierarchical structures of the original
text, the translator appreciates, interprets the original text to arrive at the final grasp of its metaphys-
ical quality, which the translator creatively reproduces into the target language in four hierarchical
structures of the target text. The holistic translating process of understanding and reproduction pro-
ceeds from the four explicit hierarchical structures to the implicit metaphysical quality, and vice versa.

Key Words:; literary translation; metaphysical quality; Roman Ingarden;strata theory
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