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An Analysis of Female Filial Piety in Xiaogan Area in the Qing Dynasty .

with the Focus on Guangxu’ s Xiaogan County Chronicles

Zuo Yabin
( School of History, Wuhan University , Wuhan, Hubei 430072, China)

Abstract; Xiaogan has been well-known for its filial piety since the ancient times and the stories of
Dong Yong, Huang Xiang, and Meng Zong have spread by successive generations and exerted far-
reaching influence. Women’ s filial piety in Xiaogan area is also worthy of attention. Based on Guan-
gxu’ s Xiaogan County Chronicles, Xiaogan women’ s filial piety in the Qing Dynasty mainly focused
on supporting their parents and their husband’ s parents, caring for the sick, and attending funerals
and rituals. Due to the change of their own roles, the main target of women’ s filial piety is their hus-
band’ s parents, and most of them have the characteristics of “duty and filial piety” and at the same
time they are universal and exemplary. Women’ s filial behavior is the result of the combined effects
of the country, society, family and individuals. It is actually a replacement for the lack of a pillar of
the family after the death of their husbands. They have taken responsibility for the family and suffered
the pressure and hardship of life.

Key Words: the Qing Dynasty; Xiaogan; female; filial piety
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