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The Trauma and the Repairing in Individual Growth:The Youth
Inspiration Movie Say Goodbye Before Graduation from the

Perspective of Psychoanalytic Criticism

Yang Shenlin
( School of Literature and Jowrnalism, Hubei Engineering University, Xiaogan, Hubei 432000, China)

Abstract; From the perspective of Freud’s psychoanalytic criticism, the youth inspiration public welfare
film Say Goodbye Be fore Graduation, which was mainly filmed at Hubei Engineering University, fo-
cuses on the male protagonist Wen Bohuan who is faced with the national college entrance examination
and whose family trauma is caused by his parents’ divorce. The family trauma makes Wen Bohuan’s
heart full of extremeness and hatred. Finally, the male protagonist’s mind is repaired with the help of
various external assistance. Trauma is characterized by delay and repetition. The delay of the trauma
is reflected in the divorce of the parents, which makes the protagonist develop a radical and aggressive
personality so that he is completely unaware of the harm of the trauma to his life. The repetition of
the trauma is reflected in that the protagonist is always obsessed with past traumatic events, unable to
grow up healthily and full of hatred for the world. Finally, with the help of the hazy love, the warm
friendship and the warm family affection, the male protagonist completed the self-repairing of the
trauma caused by his parents’ divorce. As a typical growth narrative, the film Say Goodbye Be fore
Graduation provides a useful reference for young people on how to correctly face and overcome the
growing pains of family trauma and grow from a fragile and dependent natural person to an independ-
ent and mature social person.

Key Words: Say Goodbye Be fore Graduation; individual growth; trauma; repairing; psychoanalytic

criticism
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