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On the Characteristics of “Private Narrative” in Hou Fangyu’ s Biography

Li Sanwei

(School of Chinese Language and Literature , Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan 475001, China)

Abstract:In terms of narrative style, ancient biography literature can be divided into two forms: grand
narrative and private narrative. The former pursued the lofty meaning of the theme based on group
abstraction, while the latter pursued the sincerity of emotional memory based on individual experi-
ence. During the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties, in the face of changing times, the concept of
“preserving history by literature” promoted the prosperity of biography literature, which presented
the tendency of “grand narrative” on the whole. But Hou Fangyu’ s biographical literature style was
totally different from the fashion of the times, presenting a distinctive feature of “private narrative” no
matter it is the choice of the host or the content of the theme. The causes for Hou Fangyu’ s bio-
graphical literature style might be his unique family growth environment and his own individual dispo-
sition.
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