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The “Filial Piety” of Relatives and the Highest “Filial Piety”

The Two meanings of the Concept of “Filial Piety” in Zhuang Zi

Zhang WenHu
( Qilu Culture Research Institute, Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong 250014, China)

Abstract: The “filial piety” in Zhuang Zi has two meanings: the “filial piety” of relatives and the high-

est “filial piety” . Zhuang Zi takes the “natural nature” (“fate” ) as the source of the legality of the

existence of “filial piety”. Hence the “filial piety” of relatives is characterized by non-responsibility.
The “filial piety” of non-responsible relatives may effectively avoid the generation of “pseudo-filial pie-
ty” . Accordingly “sincerity” is the basic spiritual core of “filial piety” , and harmony between parents
and children is the guarantee to reveal the sincerity. Zhuang Zi believed that the “filial piety” of the
relatives might harm the physical and mental health of parents and children. Accordingly he proposed
the concept of the highest “filial piety” . His ideal goal to the highest “filial piety” is the internal re-
quirement of the “outside” ideal world that he has constructed, and it is also an inevitable result of the
logical advancement of the “filial piety” of non-responsible relatives. The deconstruction of the rela-
tionship between human relations in the “filial piety” of relatives is the foundation for the formation of
the highest “filial piety” , and requires self-cultivation of “forgetting” from “filial piety” of relatives to
the highest “filial piety”

Key Words: the “filial piety” of relatives; the highest “filial piety”; Zhuang Zi; “forgetting”
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