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Zhong Shu and Xiao: A New Interpretation of Zeng Zi’ s Concept of Ren

Sun Zhonghou
( Department of Philosophy, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China, 510275)

Abstract: Ren is the key concept of Zeng Zi’s thought. Zeng Zi’s concept of Ren is closely related to
his unique life experience, which promotes Confucius’ ideal of personality and inherits the thought of
Confucius. Zeng Zi’ s view of “Zhong and Shu” refers to self-cultivation, mainly with regards to social
interpersonal relations. His practice of Xiao refers to the parent-child relationship in the family.
Zhong Shu and Xiao are the key aspects of Zeng Zi’ s concept of Ren. In contrast with Zi Xia’s views,
Zeng 7Zi’ s concept of Ren mainly involves the practice of morality. Confucius’ disciples have their
contributions to the development of Confucianism and Zeng Zi is not the only successor of Confucius’
thought.
Key Words: Zeng Zi; Zhong Shu; Xiao; Ren; Zi Xia
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