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On The Binding Force of “User Consent” in the Protection
of Online Personal Information: Taking the Consent of

Information Collection Behavior as an Example

Wang Linglv
( School of Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei 430072, China)

Abstract: In the protection of personal information on the Internet, “User Consent” has the functions
of both passive defense and active use. At present, “User Consent” is merely a form, making it diffi-
cult to perform its preset functions. It is improper to think that network should be bound by the “Per-
sonal Information Protection Policy” directly on the grounds that he clicks the “Agree” button. “User
Consent” on the one hand lifts the ban on information collection behavior of network service provid-
ers, and on the other hand sets restrictions on it. The consent of the collector is an act of lifting the
ban on a specific network service provider, and network user shall be bound by his consent and toler-
ate the information collection behavior of the network service provider. The consent to the scope of
collection sets the boundary for the information collection behavior of the network service provider.
Only when the network service provider collects the user’s personal information within the scope of
the purpose of providing the service, is the network user bound by his consent. The scope of the pur-
pose of providing services shall be determined by the court in a case.

Key Words: network personal information protection; user consent; collection of personal information;

electronic format contract
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