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An Analysis of the Confucian and Buddhist Fusion in Terms of the Folk
Concept of Filial Piety: On Dunhuang Document of

Twenty-four Essays on Filial Piety by Master Yuanjian

Han Huanzhong

( Religion Institute, Soochow University, Suzhou, [Jiangsu215123, China)

Abstract ; The Dunhuang document Twenty- four Essays on Filial Piety by Master Yuanjian embodies

the concept of filial piety in the late Tang Dynasty and Five Dynasties and even in the early Northern

Song Dynasty. Its author, Master Yuanjian, strongly advocates that sons and daughters should be fil-

ial to their parents. For this reason, he attaches great importance to the handling of several family re-

lationships, such as parents and wives, brothers and relatives, supporting elderly and burials. He re-

gards filial piety as the root of true Bodhisattva, Grand Abbeys and the foundation of becoming Bud-

dha. The document not only has a strong fusion of Confucianism and Buddhism, but also reflects the

concept of filial piety from the central plain to the west regions.

Key Words: Twenty- four Essays on Filial Piety by Master Yuanjian; Yuanjian Yunbian; filial piety;

Confucian and Buddhist fusion
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