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A Comparison of Imagery of the Seasonal Narrative between
A Dream of Red Mansions and Tess of the D’Urbervilles

Zhi Wei, Li Meixun
(1. Qilu Cultural Research Institute, Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong 250014, China;
2. School of Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong 250014, China)

Abstract ; In order to highlight the rich connotation of imagery in the seasonal narrative, the concept of
imagery in the seasonal narrative is proposed. A Dream of Red Mansions and Tess of the
D’Urbervilles have a lot in common with regards to imagery in the seasonal narrative, and they both
consciously use the way of seasonal narrative to design novels. The love stories as the main line are all
performed under the background of seasonal images, and all set the love narrative mode of “spring,
summer, autumn and winter, and spring again”. The rise and fall, the joys and sorrows brought a-
bout by the changing seasons and the fatalism of love’s tragedy driven by the mysterious power im-
plied by the seasons enhance the poetic connotation of the novels. As for the difference, the imagery
of seasonal narrative carries different cultural connotation and reflects the authors’ different views of
tragedy. Through the study of similarities and differences of imagery of the seasonal narrative between
A Dream of Red Mansions and Tess of the D’Urbervilles, this paper makes an exploration of some
characteristics of Chinese and English cultural traditions.
Key Words: seasonal narrative; imagery; comparative study; A Dream of Red Mansions; Tessof the
D Urbervilles
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