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Japan’ s System of Action for Resolutions of Shareholders’

General Meeting and Its Reference

Jiang Lihua
( School of Civil and Commercial Law, Northwest University of Politics and Law, X7 an, Shaanxi 710000, China)

Abstract: The legislative mode of “trichotomy” is adopted for the defective effect of the resolution of
Japan’ s shareholders’ meeting. Therefore, the lawsuit of the resolution of Japan’s shareholders’
meeting includes three kinds of litigation forms: invalid resolution, revocation and non-existence.
There are some disputes in the Japanese academia about the category attribution of the three lawsuits.
The qualified plaintiffs in the lawsuit against the resolution of the Japanese shareholders’ meeting in-
clude shareholders, directors, liquidators, executives and supervisors of the company, and the quali-
fied defendants are the company. The “Japan Company Law” provides for the grounds for filing,
guarantee and merger hearing of three kinds of actions against resolutions of the shareholders’ meet-
ing, and sets up a special prosecution period and discretionary dismissal system for revocation suits.
The lawsuit judgment of the resolutions of the Japan shareholders’ meeting has the one-side interme-
diate effectiveness, and the judgment in favor of the plaintiff has the legal effect on the unspecified
third party. Drawing lessons from Japanese legislation, China should legislate on the issues of merger
hearing and res judicata for the resolution of shareholders’ meeting.
Key Words: lawsuit on resolutions of shareholders’ meeting; qualification for the proper party; trial
procedure; res judicata
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