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Two Meanings of Filial Piety in The Book of Songs

Zhang Jingjiu

( School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China )

Abstract: Filial piety in The Book of Songs has two meanings: offering sacrifices to ancestors and grat-

itude for parents’ rearing. The former, based on ancestor worship, was designed to consolidate and

keep power of the Western Zhou Dynasty, and the moral transformation of the heaven and ancestors

was essential to it. The latter can be summarized in three aspects; taking care of parents, missing or

morning them, resenting or forgiving them. In the late Western Zhou Dynasty, gratitude for parents

began to spread and gradually became the dominant meaning of filial piety for the following three rea-

sons; the decline of Western Zhou Dynasty, the collapse of large clans with the emerging of small

family, the more direct blood relation and the more solid emotional basis.

Key Words: The Book of Songs; filial piety; sacrifice; ancestor; parent
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