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On Filial Piety and Governance Norms

Cui Lin
( School of Law, Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong 450300, China)

Abstract; The frequent unfilial reality forces us to reflect on the relationship between filial piety and
governance norms. Could filial piety exist as a governance norm from the perspective of the long and
vertical axis of history? If it could, in what form should it be? In the ancient times, filial piety is a
governance norm based on family ethics, political ethics and personal ethics. The decline of filial piety
norms in modern times, especially the disappearance of the connotation of family ethics and political
ethics, has led to the loss of emotional foundation for the restraint of personal morality, causing mul-
tiple problems in social governance, the excessive involvement of legal norms in family disputes, and
the emptiness of personal emotional support. All these indicates the necessity of the blending of filial
piety with norms. At present, the regulation of filial piety must be reintegrated into politics, family
and personal morality and ethics, and its normative role in returning to nature and self-discipline, co-
hesion and self-worth realization should be emphasized in the specific design.

Key Words: governance norms; decline of filial piety; regression of {ilial piety
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